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___________________________________________________________________ 
 

8631:  LAND WEST OF LYMINGTON BOTTOM ROAD,  
           SOUTH MEDSTEAD 
 
 
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN ASSESSMENT  
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
1. Ecology Solutions was commissioned in February 2024 by Bewley Homes Plc. to 

undertake a biodiversity net gain assessment in support of development proposals 
at the Land West of Lymington Bottom Road, South Medstead (hereafter referred 
to as ‘the site’). 
 

2. The proposals include the erection of 53 dwellings with vehicular access from 
Lymington Bottom Road, associated infrastructure and landscaping. 

 
3. This document details the Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment undertaken for the 

above site, using the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric.  
 

CLASSIFICATION AND CONDITION ASSESSMENT OF EXISTING HABITATS  
 

4. This Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment has been based upon the Landscape 
Masterplan (23 154 Lymington Bottom Road Medstead Landscape Masterplan 
Rev E) for the site, which is included at Appendix 1. 
 

Area-based Habitats 
 
5. Existing habitats within the site include modified grassland of both moderate and 

poor condition, introduced shrub, ruderal/ephemeral vegetation, area beneath 
hedgerows (ruderal ephemeral/vegetation), hawthorn scrub and developed land; 
sealed surface. The site also contains 8 small and 4 medium trees. The locations 
of existing habitats within the Site are shown on Plan BNG1. Condition 
assessments of the existing habitats and trees within the Site are shown in tables 
1 & 2 below. 
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Table 1. Summary of baseline area-based habitats assessed against the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric Calculation Tool condition sheets. 

Habitat 
Condition 

Sheet 

Condition Assessment 

Condition 
Criteria 
Number 

Criteria 
Achieved 

(Y/N) 

Modified Grassland  

Grassland 
Habitat Type 

(Low 
Distinctiveness) 

A N 

 Poor ( 5/ 7 
passed) Criteria 
A failed which is 

essential for 
moderate 
condition 

 

B Y  

C Y  

D N  

E Y  

F Y  

G Y  

Modified Grassland  

Grassland 
Habitat Type 

(Low 
Distinctiveness) 

A Y 

Moderate (6 / 7 
passed) 

 

B Y  

C Y  

D N  

E Y  

F Y  

G Y  

Hawthorn Scrub Scrub 

A Y 

Poor ( 1 / 3 
passed) 

 

B Y  

C Y  

D N  

E N  

Introduced Shrub Condition Assessment N/A  

Ruderal/Ephemeral 
(area beneath 
hedgerows) 

Urban 

A N 
Poor (1/3 
passed) 

 

A N  

A Y  

Ruderal/Ephemeral  Urban 

A Y 
Poor (1/3 
passed) 

 

B N  

C N  

Developed Land; 
Sealed Surface 

Condition Assessment N/A  
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Table 2. Summary of baseline individual trees assessed against the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric Calculation Tool condition sheets. 

Tree / Tree 
Group 

Size A B C D E F Condition 

3 Apple Trees Medium Y Y N Y Y N MODERATE 

5 Various Small Y N N N N Y POOR 

1 Weeping 
Willow 

Small Y N N N N Y POOR 

1 Silver Birch Medium Y Y N Y Y N MODERATE 

1 Oak Small Y Y N Y N Y MODERATE 

1 Beech Small Y Y N Y N Y MODERATE 

 
6. Created habitats include developed land; sealed surface, vegetated gardens, 

modified grassland, traditional orchards, other neutral grassland, introduced shrub 
and ruderal/ephemeral vegetation (area beneath hedgerows). Plan BNG2 shows 
the proposed habitats within the site. 
 

7. A total of 81 small urban trees are also proposed. These are to be a mix of street 
trees, native trees and ornamental trees. When inputting 81 small trees into the 
DEFRA Statutory Metric, a total area of 0.329ha is automatically calculated by the 
embedded tree helper within the calculator. 

 
8. Condition assessments of the proposed habitats and trees within the site are 

shown in tables 3 & 4 below. 
 

Table 3. Summary of proposed area-based habitats assessed against the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric Calculation Tool condition sheets. 

Proposed Habitat Condition Sheet 

Condition Assessment 

Condition 
Criteria 
Number 

Criteria 
Achieved 

(Y/N) 

Modified Grassland 
Grassland Habitat 

Type (Low 
Distinctiveness) 

A N 

Poor (4/7 
passed) 

B N 

C Y 

D Y 

E N 

F Y 

G Y 

Other Neutral 
Grassland 

Grassland Habitat 
Type (Medium 

Distinctiveness) 

A Y 

Moderate (5/6 
passed) Failed 
Criterion F as 
a conservative 

estimate 

B Y 

C Y 

D Y 

E Y 

F N 

Traditional Orchard Orchard 
A N Moderate (6 / 

8 passed) B N 
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C Y 

D Y 

E Y 

F Y 

G Y 

H Y 

Ruderal/Ephemeral 
(area beneath 
hedgerows) 

Urban 

A N 
Poor (1/3 
passed) 

A N 

A N 

Introduced Shrub Condition Assessment N/A 

Developed Land; 
Sealed Surface 

Condition Assessment N/A 

Vegetated Garden Condition Assessment N/A 

 
 
 
Table 4. Summary of proposed individual trees assessed against the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric Calculation Tool condition sheets. 

Tree / Tree 
Group 

Size A B C D E F Condition 

26 Street Small N Y N Y N Y MODERATE 

28 Ornamental Small N Y N Y N Y POOR 

27 Native Small Y Y N Y N Y POOR 

 
 
Hedgerows 
 
9. A total of 6 hedgerows are present within the site consisting of 4 ornamental 

hedgerows (H1, H2, H3 and H4), a native hedgerow (H5), and a species-rich 
native hedgerow (H6). 
 

10. The condition assessment of existing hedgerows within the site is shown in table 
5 below. 

 
 

Table 5. Existing hedgerows assessed against the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool 
condition sheets. 

Hedgerow 
No.  

A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2 D1 D2 Condition 

H1 Condition Assessment N/A POOR 

H2 Condition Assessment N/A POOR 

H3 Condition Assessment N/A POOR 

H4 Condition Assessment N/A POOR 

H5 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N GOOD 

H6 Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y GOOD 
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11. Partial loss of hedgerow will be seen to hedgerow H4, with a total loss seen of 
hedgerow H5. However, a total of 0.596km of ornamental hedgerow will be 
provided as part of the proposals. The locations of the proposed hedgerow are 
shown on Plan BNG2.  

 
CALCULATION 
 
12. It is the decision of the client that the mandatory 10% net gain will be achieved 

through off-site land under the ownership of Bewley Homes Plc.  
 

13. Prior to utilisation of off-site land, it can be seen through the use of the DEFRA 
Statutory Biodiversity Metric, that a net gain in biodiversity cannot be delivered as 
a result of the proposed development. A decrease in habitat units from 4.57 units 
to 3.32 units was calculated, which equates to a -27.22% decrease overall. 
However, an increase in hedgerow units has also been calculated, from 2.92 units 
to 3.33 units (which equates to a 14.18% increase). It should be noted however 
that trading rules associated with hedgerow units have not been satisfied due to 
the partial loss of native hedgerow. The DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
Calculation is shown at Appendix 2. 

 
14. The DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity metric lends differing weight to off-site habitats 

depending on whether the off-site habitats are located within or outside the LPA 
or NCA of the impact site. As such, scores for both scenarios are detailed below. 

 
 

Within LPA or NCA of Impact Site 
 

15. In addition to the current proposals, the creation of 0.27ha of other neutral 
grassland (moderate condition) from arable or modified grassland would increase 
overall net gain in area-based habitats to a 12.34% increase. To satisfy hedgerow 
trading rules, a total length of 0.02km of species-rich native hedgerow (good 
condition) would need to be planted, resulting in a net gain of 19.54%. The DEFRA 
Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation is shown at Appendix 3. 
 
Outside LPA or NCA of Impact Site 
 

16. In addition to the current proposals, the creation of 0.52ha of other neutral 
grassland (moderate condition) from arable or modified grassland would increase 
overall net gain in area-based habitats to a 10.88% increase. To satisfy hedgerow 
trading rules, a total length of 0.02km of species-rich native hedgerow (good 
condition) would need to be planted, resulting in a net gain of 16.86%. The DEFRA 
Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation is shown at Appendix 4. 

 
17. It should be noted that the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric calculation does not take 

into consideration measures relating to protected or notable species. The 
provision of new wildflower grassland (other neutral grassland) will provide 
enhanced foraging opportunities for bats and birds, as well as terrestrial habitat 
for amphibians and invertebrates. New native hedgerow planting will provide 
enhanced foraging and navigational opportunities for bats, foraging and nesting 
opportunities for birds and hibernation/shelter opportunities for reptiles, as well as 
enhanced habitat for invertebrates. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

18. The calculation indicates that a net gain in biodiversity above the mandatory 10% 
can be achieved under the current development proposals providing that off-site 
land is utilised as described above.  
 

19. It is also considered that the development proposals will deliver a further net gain 
in biodiversity through the additional enhancement measures detailed above that 
are not accounted for within the calculation. As such, it is considered that it has 
been demonstrated an overall net gain in biodiversity can be achieved over the 
existing situation. 



PLANS



PLAN BNG1

Baseline Habitats





PLAN BNG2

Proposed Habitats





APPENDICES



APPENDIX 1

Site Layout



James Blake Associates Ltd.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE • LANDSCAPE PLANNING • ECOLOGY • ARBORICULTURE

34-52 Out Westgate, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3PA  Tel 01284 335797
Tel. 01787 248216  E-mail .  jamesblake@jba-landmarc.

JBA 23/54-SK01
Landscape Masterplan

Client Name: 
Bewley Homes

Site
Land off Lymington Bottom Road
Medstead

Drawn by
LG

Date
September 2023

Scale
1:500 @ A1

Rev
~ E

LAND OFF LYMINGTON BOTTOM ROAD, MEDSTEAD

N

  

LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN
KEY TO LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN

Red line boundary

Existing vegetation to be retained

Rev. Initials Date  Details
E AJW 27.02.24 To suit updated layout 
D AJW 18.12.23 To suit updated layout 
C AJW 14.12.23 To suit updated layout 
B AJW 14.12.23 To suit updated layout 

Proposed indicative play equipment to LAP

Proposed native trees

Proposed sub-canopy and native buffer 
planting

Primary road and path

Proposed orchard trees

Secondary roads

Proposed street trees

Wildfl ower meadow

Proposed ornamental trees

Proposed amenity grass

Proposed back gardens

Proposed ornamental shrub planting to plots

Proposed ornamental hedge

Proposed front garden turf

Car parks and private drives

Proposed private footpaths



APPENDIX 2

DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric



Ecological 

baseline

Ref Broad Habi tat  Habi tat  Type Irreplaceable habi tat Area 

(hectares)
Dist inct iveness Score Condi t ion Score Strategic signi f icance

Strategic 

signi f icance

Strategic 

signi f icance 

mult iplier

Total habi tat  

uni ts

Area 

retained

Area 

enhanced

Baseline 

uni ts 

retained

Baseline 

uni ts 

enhanced

Area habi tat  

lost
Uni ts lost User comments Planning authori ty comments

Habi tat  reference 

number

1 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.09 Low 2 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.36 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.36

2 Grassland Modified grassland No 1.686 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
3.37 0.00 0.00 1.69 3.37

3 Urban Introduced shrub No 0.018 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment N/A
1

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.04 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.04

4 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.209 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.21 0.00

5 Sparsely vegetated land Ruderal/Ephemeral No 0.043 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.09 0.019 0.04 0.00 0.02 0.05

6 Sparsely vegetated land Ruderal/Ephemeral No 0.001 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

7 Individual trees Rural tree No 0.048858049 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.39 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.39 3 medium garden apple trees (33,34,35)

8 Individual trees Rural tree No 0.024429024 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.10 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.10 5 small trees, various (G6)

9 Individual trees Rural tree No 0.004071504 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 1 small weeping willow (9)

10 Individual trees Rural tree No 0.016286016 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.13 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.13 1 medium silver birch (10)

11

12 Individual trees Rural tree No 0.004071504 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 1 small english oak (26)

13 Individual trees Rural tree No 0.004071504 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 1 small beech (27)

14 Heathland and shrub Hawthorn scrub No 0.003 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)

0.01 0.003 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65
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68

69

70
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81

82
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99

100

101
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105
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109

110

111

112

113
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115
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117

118

119

120

121
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123

124

125

126
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128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150
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157

158

159

160

161
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164

165
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167
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170
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174
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176

177

178

179

180

181
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184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

219

220

221

222
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224

225

226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

2.15 4.57 0.02 0.00 0.05 0.00 2.13 4.52

2.05

2.03

Select  a uni t HectaresM² to hectares conversion tool:

Total habi tat  area 

Si te Area (Excluding area of  individual trees,  green walls,  inter t idal hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic signi f icance

Required Act ion to Meet 

Trading Rules

Bespoke compensat ion 

agreed for  losses of  VHDH or 

i rreplaceable habi tat

M²

Total area lost  (excluding area of  individual 

trees,  green walls and inter t idal hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 

Exist ing area habi tats Dist inct iveness Condi t ion 

-1.24

-27.22%

No - check trading summaries ▲

Total Net Uni t  Change

Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Sat isf ied
Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.01

Ref Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance
Strategic 

significance

Strategic 

significanc

e multiplier

Standard time 

to target 

condition 

(years)

Habita t created 

in advance 

(years)

Delay in 

starting habita t 

creation (years)

Standard or adjusted time to target condition

Final time to 

target condition 

(years)

Final time to 

target 

multiplier

Standard 

difficulty of 

creation 

Applied difficulty multiplier

Final 

difficulty of 

creation 

Difficulty 

multiplier 

applied

User comments Planning authority comments

Habita t 

reference 

number

1 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 1.113 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 0 Standard time to target condition applied 0 1.000 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.00

2 Urban Vegetated garden 0.425 Low 2

Condition 

Assessment 

N/A

1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.82

3 Sparsely vegetated land Ruderal/Ephemeral 0.08 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.15 area beneath hedgerows

4 Grassland Modified grassland 0.231 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.45

5 Grassland Traditional orchards 0.015 High 6 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 20 Standard time to target condition applied 20 0.490 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.09

6 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.131 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 5 Standard time to target condition applied 5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.88

7 Urban Introduced shrub

0.026

Low 2

Condition 

Assessment 

N/A

1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.20

8 Individual trees Urban tree 0.105859106 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 27 Standard time to target condition applied 27 0.382 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.35 26 street

9 Individual trees Urban tree 0.114002114 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 27 Standard time to target condition applied 27 0.382 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1  28 ornamental

10 Individual trees Urban tree 0.10993061 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 27 Standard time to target condition applied 27 0.382 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.34 27 native

11

12
Total habita t area 2.35 Total Units 3.27

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard 

structures)
2.02

Select a  unit Hectares

Comments

Post intervention habita ts 

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 

A-2 On-Site Habitat Creation

Strategic significance

Area 

(hectares)
Broad Habita t Proposed habita t

Habita t 

units 

delivered

Distinctiveness Condition Temporal multiplier

M² to hectares conversion tool:
M²

Difficulty multipliers

Area habitat summary

Total Net Unit Change -1.24

Total Net % Change -27.22%

Trading Rules Satisfied No - check trading summaries ▲

Area Acceptable ✓Area Check

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.41

14.18%

No - check trading summary ▲

Ecological 

baseline

Ref
Hedge 

number
Habitat type

Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance

Strategic 

significance

Strategic 

significance 

multiplier

Total 

hedgerow 

units

Length 

retained

Length 

enhanced

Units 

retained

Units 

enhanced

Length 

lost

Units 

lost
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 

reference 

number

1 H1 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.0315852 V.Low 1 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.03 0.03158516 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00

2 H2 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.0200623 V.Low 1 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.02 0.0200623 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 H3 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.0149096 V.Low 1 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.01 0.01490959 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00

4 H4 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.0787575 V.Low 1 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.08 0.06465088 0.06 0.00 0.01 0.01

5 H5 Native hedgerow 0.0246292 Low 2 Good 3 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.15 0 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.15

6 H6 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.2185159 Medium 4 Good 3 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 

Significance
1

Same distinctiveness 

band or better
2.62 0.21851594 2.62 0.00 0.00 0.00

7

8

9

10

11

0.39 2.92 0.35 0.00 2.75 0.00 0.04 0.16

Hedgerow summary

Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

Total Net Unit Change

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 

CommentsStrategic significance

Required Action to 

Meet Trading Rules

B-1 On-Site Hedge Baseline

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Ref

New 

hedge 

number

Habitat type
Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance

Strategic 

significance

Strategic 

significance 

 multipl ier

Standard Time to 

target condition 

(years)

Habitat created 

in advance 

(years)

Delay in starting 

habitat creation 

(years)

Standard or adjusted time to 

target condition

Final  time to 

target condition 

(years)

Final  time to 

target 

multipl ier

Standard 

diff icul ty of 

creation 

Applied  

diff icul ty 

multipl ier

Final  

diff icul ty of 

creation 

Diff icul ty 

multipl ier 

applied

User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 

reference 

number

1 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.596 V.Low 1 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 1

Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low

Standard difficulty 

applied
Low 1 0.58

2 Good 3

3

4

5

6

0.60 0.58

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 

B-2 On-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Condition Strategic significanceDistinctiveness

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change 14.18%

Hedgerow summary

Trading Rules Satisfied No - check trading summary ▲

Comments

0.41

Hedge 

units 

delivered

Difficulty risk multipl iersTemporal multipl ier

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



APPENDIX 3

DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric

(Off-site gain within LPA/NCA)



0.56

12.34%

Yes ✓

Ecological  

base line

Ref Broad habitat Habitat type Irreplaceable  habitat Area (hectares) D istinctiveness Score Condition Score S trategic significance
S trategic 

significance

S trategic 

significance 

mu ltipl ier

Spatial  r isk category
Total  habitat 

units

Area 

re tained

Area 

enhanced

Baseline  

units 

re tained

Baseline  

units 

enhanced

Area lost Units lost User comments P lanning au thority comments
Habitat 

re ference 

Off-site  

re ference

1 Cropland Cereal crops No 0.27 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment 

N/A

1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.00 0.00 0.27 Check Data ⚠ 1

2

3

4

5

6

0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.27 0.00

0.27 0.27

Select a unit Hectares

S ite  Area (Excluding area o f individual trees, green walls, inter tidal  hard structures)

M² to  hectares conversion too l:

D-1 Off-Site Habitat Baseline

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 
Area habitat summary

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Trading Ru les Satisfied

Existing area habitats

Total  habitat area

M²

Distinctiveness Condition Spatial  r isk mu ltipl ier

Total  area lost (excluding area o f individual 

trees, green walls and inter tidal  hard structures)

Requ ired Action to  Meet 

Trading Ru les

Bespoke compensation 

agreed for  losses o f VHDH or 

irreplaceable  habitat

S trategic significance Comments

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.01

0.56

12.34%

Yes ✓

Area  Accep table ✓

Ref Stra teg ic  sig ni f icance
Stra teg ic  

sig ni f icance

Stra teg ic  

sig ni f icance 

 mul t ip l ier

Stand ard  t ime to 

ta rg et  cond i t ion 

(years)

H abi ta t  

c rea ted  in  

ad vance 

(years)  

Delay in  

sta rt ing  

habi ta t  

c rea t ion 

(years)

Stand ard  or ad justed  t ime 

to ta rg et  cond i t ion

Fina l  t ime to 

ta rg et  cond i t ion 

(years)

Fina l  t ime to 

ta rg et  

mul t ip l ier

Stand ard  

d i f f icul ty  

of  c rea t ion 

Ap p l ied  d i f f icul ty  mul t ip l ier

Fina l  

d i f f icul ty  

of  c rea t ion 

Di f f icul ty  

mul t ip l ier 

ap p l ied

Sp a t ia l  ri sk  ca teg ory User comments Planning  authori ty  comments
H abi ta t  

reference 

O f f -si te 

reference

Basel ine 

Ref

1 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.27 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 5

Standard time to target condition 

applied
5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 Compensation inside LPA boundary or NCA of impact site 1.81 1

2

3

4

5

6

Tota l  habi ta t  a rea 0.27 1.81

Si te Area  (Exc lud ing  area  of  ind iv id ua l  t rees,  g reen wa l l s ,  

in tert id a l  hard  struc tures)
0.27

Selec t  a  uni t H ec tares

take account of trading

take account of trading

D-2 Off-Site Habitat Creation

Project  Name:  South Medstead     Map Reference:  

Dist inc t ivenessArea  (hec tares)Broad  H abi ta t Prop osed  habi ta t

Post  in tervent ion habi ta ts 

ScoreCond i t ion Score

Trad ing  Rules Sa t is f ied

Tota l  Net  Uni t  Chang e

Tota l  Net  % Chang e

Area habi tat  summary

Sp a t ia l  ri sk  mul t ip l ier

Area  Check

Stra teg ic  sig ni f icance Temp ora l  ri sk  mul t ip l ier Di f f icul ty  risk  mul t ip l iers Comments

M²  to hec tares conversion tool :
M²

H abi ta t  

uni ts  

d el ivered

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.57

19.54%

Yes ✓

Ref

New 

hedge 

number

Habitat type
Length  

(km)
Distinctiveness Score Condition Score S trategic significance

S trategic 

significance

S trategic 

significance 

 mu ltipl ier

Spatial  r isk category

S tandard Time 

to  target 

condition 

(years)

Habitat created 

in advance 

(years) 

Delay in 

star ting habitat 

creation (years)

S tandard or  adjusted time to  

target condition

Final  time to  

target 

condition 

(years)

Final  Time to  

target 

mu ltipl ier

S tandard 

diff icu l ty o f 

creation 

Applied diff icu l ty 

mu ltipl ier

Final  

diff icu l ty 

o f 

creation 

D iff icu l ty 

mu ltipl ier  

applied

User comments P lanning au thority comments
Habitat 

re ference 

Off-site  

re ference
Baseline  re f

1 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.02 Medium 4 Good 3
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 Compensation inside LPA boundary or NCA of impact site 12

Standard time to target condition 

applied
12 0.652 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.16 1

2

3

4

5

6

0.02 0.16

CommentsS trategic significance Diff icu lty r isk mu ltipl iers

Hedge 

units 

de livered

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 

E-2 Off-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Spatial  r isk mu ltipl ier Temporal mu ltipl ierD istinctiveness Condition

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Hedgerow summary

Trading Ru les Satisfied

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



APPENDIX 4

DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric

(Off-site gain outside LPA/NCA)



0.50

10.88%

Yes ✓

Ecological  

base line

Ref Broad habitat Habitat type Irreplaceable  habitat Area (hectares) D istinctiveness Score Condition Score S trategic significance
S trategic 

significance

S trategic 

significance 

mu ltipl ier

Spatial  r isk category
Total  habitat 

units

Area 

re tained

Area 

enhanced

Baseline  

units 

re tained

Baseline  

units 

enhanced

Area lost Units lost User comments P lanning au thority comments
Habitat 

re ference 

Off-site  

re ference

1 Cropland Cereal crops No 0.52 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment 

N/A

1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.00 0.00 0.52 Check Data ⚠ 1

2

3

4

5

6

0.52 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.52 0.00

0.52 0.52

Select a unit Hectares M²

Distinctiveness Condition Spatial  r isk mu ltipl ier

Total  area lost (excluding area o f individual 

trees, green walls and inter tidal  hard structures)

Requ ired Action to  Meet 

Trading Ru les

Bespoke compensation 

agreed for  losses o f VHDH or 

irreplaceable  habitat

S trategic significance Comments

S ite  Area (Excluding area o f individual trees, green walls, inter tidal  hard structures)

M² to  hectares conversion too l:

D-1 Off-Site Habitat Baseline

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 
Area habitat summary

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Trading Ru les Satisfied

Existing area habitats

Total  habitat area

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.01

0.50

10.88%

Yes ✓

Area  Accep table ✓

Ref Stra teg ic  sig ni f icance
Stra teg ic  

sig ni f icance

Stra teg ic  

sig ni f icance 

 mul t ip l ier

Stand ard  t ime to 

ta rg et  cond i t ion 

(years)

H abi ta t  

c rea ted  in  

ad vance 

(years)  

Delay in  

sta rt ing  

habi ta t  

c rea t ion 

(years)

Stand ard  or ad justed  t ime 

to ta rg et  cond i t ion

Fina l  t ime to 

ta rg et  cond i t ion 

(years)

Fina l  t ime to 

ta rg et  

mul t ip l ier

Stand ard  

d i f f icul ty  

of  c rea t ion 

Ap p l ied  d i f f icul ty  mul t ip l ier

Fina l  

d i f f icul ty  

of  c rea t ion 

Di f f icul ty  

mul t ip l ier 

ap p l ied

Sp a t ia l  ri sk  ca teg ory User comments Planning  authori ty  comments
H abi ta t  

reference 

O f f -si te 

reference

Basel ine 

Ref

1 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.52 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 5

Standard time to target condition 

applied
5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 Compensation outside LPA or NCA of impact site and neighbouring LPA or NCA  3.48 1

2

3

4

5

6

Tota l  habi ta t  a rea 0.52 3.48

Si te Area  (Exc lud ing  area  of  ind iv id ua l  t rees,  g reen wa l l s ,  

in tert id a l  hard  struc tures)
0.52

Selec t  a  uni t H ec tares

take account of trading

take account of trading

Comments

M²  to hec tares conversion tool :
M²

H abi ta t  

uni ts  

d el ivered

Tota l  Net  % Chang e

Area habi tat  summary

Sp a t ia l  ri sk  mul t ip l ier

Area  Check

Stra teg ic  sig ni f icance Temp ora l  ri sk  mul t ip l ier Di f f icul ty  risk  mul t ip l iers

D-2 Off-Site Habitat Creation

Project  Name:  South Medstead     Map Reference:  

Dist inc t ivenessArea  (hec tares)Broad  H abi ta t Prop osed  habi ta t

Post  in tervent ion habi ta ts 

ScoreCond i t ion Score

Trad ing  Rules Sa t is f ied

Tota l  Net  Uni t  Chang e

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.49

16.86%

Yes ✓

Ref

New 

hedge 

number

Habitat type
Length  

(km)
Distinctiveness Score Condition Score S trategic significance

S trategic 

significance

S trategic 

significance 

 mu ltipl ier

Spatial  r isk category

S tandard Time 

to  target 

condition 

(years)

Habitat created 

in advance 

(years) 

Delay in 

star ting habitat 

creation (years)

S tandard or  adjusted time to  

target condition

Final  time to  

target 

condition 

(years)

Final  Time to  

target 

mu ltipl ier

S tandard 

diff icu l ty o f 

creation 

Applied diff icu l ty 

mu ltipl ier

Final  

diff icu l ty 

o f 

creation 

D iff icu l ty 

mu ltipl ier  

applied

User comments P lanning au thority comments
Habitat 

re ference 

Off-site  

re ference
Baseline  re f

1 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.02 Medium 4 Good 3
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Low Strategic 

Significance
1 Compensation outside LPA or NCA of impact site and neighbouring LPA or NCA  12

Standard time to target condition 

applied
12 0.652 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.16 1

2

3

4

5

6

0.02 0.16

Project Name: South Medstead     Map Reference: 

E-2 Off-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Spatial  r isk mu ltipl ier Temporal mu ltipl ierD istinctiveness Condition

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Hedgerow summary

Trading Ru les Satisfied

CommentsS trategic significance Diff icu lty r isk mu ltipl iers

Hedge 

units 

de livered

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns


