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Basis of Report
This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) with reasonable skill,
care and diligence, and taking account of the timescales and resources devoted to it by
agreement with Bargate Homes (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been
appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that
appointment.
SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice,
recommendations and opinions in this document for any purpose by any person other than
the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third
party have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty.
Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data
collected by SLR, and/or information supplied by the Client and/or its other advisors and
associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.
The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of
quantities, calculations and other information set out in this report remain vested in SLR
unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.
This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and
the Client is advised to seek clarification on any elements which may be unclear to it.
Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied
upon in the context of the whole document and any documents referenced explicitly herein
and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.
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Executive Summary
Bargate Homes (the Applicant) has appointed SLR Consulting Limited to undertake the pre-
application community and stakeholder consultation in support of the submission of an
Outline Planning Application to East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) for the residential
development of land to the west of Beechlands Road in Medstead (hereafter referred to as
‘the Site’).
The development is proposed to be for up to 70 homes and will include associated
carparking, landscaping, drainage infrastructure, play provision, biodiversity gain, and
vehicular pedestrian access from Beechlands Road.
This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) provides a record of the community and
political engagement carried out between March and April 2024. It demonstrates that a
thorough approach has been taken to pre-application consultation with local residents, as
well as ongoing engagement with local Councillors.
Activities undertaken as part of the consultation process have included:

 Issuing of hard copy letters to local residents raising awareness of the proposal and
the consultation process.

 Issuing of hard copy letters to various Medstead Parish Council members and
Councillors.

 Presentation to various Medstead Parish Council members at their regular public
meeting

 Production of an online public exhibition via the dedicated project website for
residents and local stakeholders.

 Provision of feedback forms via the project website, enabling residents and other
local community members to provide feedback on the proposals.

This document demonstrates how the local community were actively informed and consulted
about the plans, in accordance with the East Hampshire District Council’s Statement of
Community Involvement (adopted on 14 April 2022) and The National Planning Policy
Framework and gives an overview of all consultation activity undertaken prior to the current
planning application submission.
As a result of consultation, a number of concerns have been addressed and amends have
been made to the scheme, which include:

 Reduction in the number of houses proposed from 75 to 70 to provide more space for
open space, landscaping and ecological benefits

 Introduction of landscape and ecological buffer to development edges to protect
existing retained hedgerows and the ecology that they support

 Enlarged play area recognising the value those responding to the consultation placed
on this new public asset

 Removal of additional access drive onto Beechlands Road to minimise accesses
onto the existing road

 New pedestrian and cycle linkages to existing bridleways to promote walking and
cycling and access to the facilities within Four Marks

 Pedestrian route from site’s main access linking to pavements at Mulberry Gardens
added to further promote walking and avoid the need to cross the road multiple times

 Pumping Station added to make sure foul drainage system operates effectively.
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1.0 Introduction
SLR Consulting Limited has been instructed by Bargate Homes (the Applicant) to undertake
the pre-application community and stakeholder consultation in support of the submission of
an outline planning application to East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) for the residential
development of land to the west of Beechlands Road in Medstead (hereafter referred to as
‘the Site’).
The development is proposed to be for up to 70 homes and will include associated
carparking, landscaping, drainage infrastructure, play provision and vehicular and pedestrian
access from Beechlands Road. An extract from the illustrative masterplan for the Site is
shown below in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Illustrative Masterplan

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) presents a record of the community and
political engagement carried out on the proposals for the Site between March and April
2024.
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2.0 Consultation Process
The pre-application consultation outlined here reflects the principles for consultation in the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (section 18) as amended by the Planning Act
2008, the Localism Act (2011), the Neighbourhood Planning Act (2017) and in the revised
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (update published in September 2023). This
SCI is also in accordance with the EHDC Statement of Community Involvement (2019).
The purpose of the consultation process is to enable key local stakeholders to participate in
the planning process and in doing so ensuring the best decisions are made by inviting
feedback for consideration prior to finalising the design and ahead of submitting an outline
planning application to EHDC.
The consultation process is summarised in the table below:

Table 1: Consultation Summary

Date Action
22 March 2024 A letter was posted to residents informing

them of the proposals.

25 March 2024 A letter was posted to various Councillors at
Medstead Parish Council.

25 March 2024 The dedicated project website was launched
alongside online feedback facility and start
of consultation period.

17 April 2024 The project team presented to Medstead
Parish Council Councillors.

21 April 2024 (extended from originally
advertised close date of 17 April 2024)

Consultation period ended. Analysis of
feedback received.

The methods of engagement used during the consultation process referred to in this
document are detailed in the following sections.

2.1 Councillors and Parish Council

2.1.1 Consultation Letter
On 25 March 2024, a email copy letter was issued to local Medstead Parish Council
Councillors and Local ward Councillors. This letter provided an overview of the proposed
development and outlined the consultation process taking place. The aim of this letter drop
was to raise awareness of the proposal, the consultation process and to provide these
members of the local Council an opportunity to comment on the proposal and raise any
queries.
The letter included a link to the bespoke consultation website
(https://bargatemedstead.co.uk) for the proposed development as well as provided an
additional method of contact via e-mail (bargatemedstead@havingyoursay.co.uk). A copy of
the Councillors and Parish Council consultation letter is attached as Appendix A.
The East Hampshire District Councillors and Parish Council consultation letter was sent to
following stakeholders:

 Medstead Parsh Council (via Parish Clerk)
 Councillor Allsopp

https://bargatemedstead.co.uk/
mailto:bargatemedstead@havingyoursay.co.uk
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 Councillor Day
 Councillor Richardson

2.1.2 Presentation to Medstead Parish Council
On 17 April 2024 SLR Consulting Limited carried out a in-person presentation of the
proposed development to various Medstead Parish Council members at their monthly parish
meeting. This presentation outlined the details of the Site, the proposed development, the
Applicant and the project timeline. A representative of Bargate Homes was also in
attendance. The aim of this presentation and meeting was to raise awareness of the
proposed development, the consultation process and the provide the opportunity for open
discussion regarding any matters of concern or support. Paper and electronic copies of the
presentation where also provided to the Parish.
Whilst the Parish Council where given an opportunity to ask questions or provide feedback,
at the time of writing, no feedback from the Parish has been provided.

2.2 Residents Consultation Letter
On 20 March 2024, a hard copy letter was issued to local residents, providing an overview of
the proposed development and raising awareness of the consultation process currently
taking place. The letter was sent to 753 addresses locally.
The letter included a link to the bespoke consultation website
(https://bargatemedstead.co.uk) for the proposed development as well as provided an
additional method of contact via e-mail (bargatemedstead@havingyoursay.co.uk). A copy of
the residents consultation letter is attached as Appendix B.
The Consultation Area Map, shown in Appendix C, identifies the properties in which the
owners and/or occupiers received a consultation letter. These properties were identified as
key stakeholders primarily due to proximity to the Site.
The feedback collected from the local resident’s responses has been taken into account in
the preparation of this submission.

2.3 Consultation Website
The public exhibition was hosted via a bespoke consultation website, where the proposals
were presented to stakeholders and members of the public to elicit their views.
The content provided an overview of the Site, the proposal and key considerations (including
biodiversity and ecology, archaeology and local heritage, design, and access and highway
impacts). Information about the Applicant, Bargate Homes, as well as their contact details
was also provided.
A feedback form was included in which stakeholders could fill in and submit online.
Screenshots of the consultation website are attached as Appendix D.
The bespoke website, alongside the opportunity to leave feedback, was launched on 25
March 2024. The consultation feedback facility closed on the 21 April 2024 (the feedback
close date was extended from the originally advertised 17th April to give additional
opportunity for comments to be submitted). Whilst the ability to leave feedback via the form
has closed, the website remains available to view for the public to gain information about the
proposals.

https://bargatemedstead.co.uk/
mailto:bargatemedstead@havingyoursay.co.uk
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3.0 Feedback
Stakeholders, residents and members of the wider community were encouraged to complete
a feedback form, to record their views on key aspects of the proposals, in order to obtain
structured feedback.
The form contained two closed-ended questions and two open-ended questions to allow for
individual comments and feedback. A copy of the questions included in the feedback form
are attached as Appendix E.
The feedback set out in this report is drawn from 39 sets of feedback collected during the
public consultation period, through all feedback mechanisms:

 35 responses were received through feedback forms submitted online via the dedicated
project website.

 4 responses were received through email submission.

3.1 Quantitative Feedback Collected via the Project Website
The feedback form, available on the dedicated project website, included two closed-ended
questions. The below analysis relates to these questions:

Q1: Are you supportive of the principle of additional homes in Medstead to help
provide more choice for people who wish to live in the local area, including young
families that wish to stay in the village?

Summary: The majority of respondents (66%) did not support the principal of additional
homes in Medstead to help provide more choice for people who wish to live in the local area.
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Q2: Do you agree with the mix and type of housing that is being proposed and feel
this meets the needs of the community?

Summary: The majority of respondents (68%) did not agree with the mix and type of housing
that is being proposed, with a further 23% of respondents agreeing with the proposed mix and
a small number (6%) being unsure.

3.2 Qualitative Feedback Collected via the Project Website
The feedback form included two open-ended questions that encourage individualised
comments to be submitted. Responses provided to the two open-ended questions are
summarised below on a question-by question basis.
Most questions produced comments touching on several key themes. These themes have
been identified and recorded within each question. A full record of comments recorded
verbatim can be supplied upon request.
It is important to note that some respondents provided several comments relating to different
themes, meaning the sum of the themes covered will be more than the number of feedback
responses where a response covered more than one theme, each individual comment is
represented in the below graphs.
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Q3: What are your thoughts on the provision of a play area within the site?

Summary: The number of positive comments in support of the provision of the play area
were equal to the number of negative comments made by respondents.
There were several positive comments supporting the provision of a play area as part of the
proposed development. Two respondents included comments that they consider an age
restriction should be imposed for the use of the facility.
There were several concerns raised regarding the provision of a play area, such as:

 Concerns that a play area will attract youths and antisocial behaviour on the Site.
 Concerns regarding maintenance overtime.
 Concerns that a public play area is inappropriate in the countryside and will be

underused by residents.
A number of negative comments related to the overall development itself and did not
specifically relate to the provision of a play area. 11 Respondents did not provide any
response in relation to Question 3.
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Q4: What are your overall views of the proposal, and do you think there is anything
that requires further consideration?

Summary: The number of negative comments outweighed the number of positive comments
relating to respondent’s overall view of the proposal, which broadly aligns with the response
to question 1.
Infrastructure concerns (relating to matters such as traffic generation, roading quality,
flooding and provision of local services) was the most commented on issue. With the next
most common response being negative responses relating to the lack of local social
infrastructure (i.e., NHS services and schools) to service the additional residents.
Another common response was positive comments praising the proposal for providing
additional housing within the local community, suggesting a understanding from some that
new housing is needed in the area.
Other matters that respondents felt required more consideration included: Concerns relating
to construction management effects (i.e., construction noise, dust and traffic) on neighbouring
properties during the construction phase of the proposed development and concerns relating
to negative effects on open space and the rural character and amenity of the wider area.

3.3 Email Responses
As mentioned previously four local residents submitted feedback via email. These email
responses also produced comments touching on several key themes. These themes have
been identified and displayed below. A full record of emails received can be supplied upon
request.
It is important to note that some emails provided several comments relating to different
themes, each individual comment is represented in the following graph.
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Summary: The number of negative email responses outweighed the number of positive
responses. With only one email response being generally supportive of the proposed
development. The remaining three email responses were generally negative and raised
concerns similar to those discussed above, including: concerns relating to the lack of
physical and social infrastructure and the perception that the proposal may lead to an
increase in antisocial behaviour in the local area.

4.0 Responses to Matters Raised Via Consultation
The Applicant’s responses to the main themes and issues raised through the feedback
received to date are provided below.

Table 2: Applicant Responses

Matter Raised Response
General
Do you consider a development of
this size is appropriate in this area
(i.e., being in the Countryside and
outside of planned urban areas)?

The site is reasonably well enclosed, as confirmed
by a Landscape Visual Appraisal of the site and has
existing built development on each of its sides,
meaning its development represents and organic
extension to the built form in the area. The site is not
of high environmental value. There is an acute need
for housing in the area and the site is sustainably
located. The site is therefore considered suitable for
a development of up to 70 new homes, a reduction of
5 dwellings compared to the consultation proposals.

Who will be responsible for the
ongoing maintenance of the
development post-construction,
including the maintenance of shared
spaces such as the play area?

This is a matter to be determined but is likely to be
managed by a Management Company unless the
local District or Parish Council would prefer to take
the management of play areas on.

Some respondents believe that a
development of this scale and the
provision of public spaces (such as

There is no evidence that the development of the
site, including with much needed affordable housing,
will lead to increased crime and anti-social
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Matter Raised Response
play areas) will encourage crime
and antisocial behaviour. Has this
been considered by the Applicant?

behaviour. At detailed design stage the layout and
design will be developed to discourage this
behaviour through features such as natural
surveillance from well positioned windows looking
over public spaces.

How will the proposal address
ecological and biodiversity effects?

The site has been subject to detailed ecological
surveys which have identified the important species
utilising the site. The proposals incorporate a range
of measures to mitigate any harm, including the
retention of existing planting on site as far as
feasible, incorporating buffers to retained features
and providing ecological enhancements such as bird
boxes, bee bricks and reptile hibernaculas. The
proposals will also achieve a BNG through a
combination of on site and offsite measures.

Will the proposal include large
houses and private gardens big
enough to accommodate large
families?

The proposals include a mix of housing to meet the
various needs of the local community, including
larger and smaller properties to meet the needs of
various families. Details of the final mix and layout
are a reserved matters, but each house will have
access to a well sized private garden.

Will the proposal provide attractive
housing and frontages?

Yes – the proposals will include attractive properties
as evidenced by the completed Bargate Homes
Development at Mulberry Gardens just to the south-
east of the site.

Infrastructure
How do you propose to mitigate
additional vehicle traffic entering
already congested roads?

A detailed Transport Assessment has been
undertaken which demonstrates that the peak time
traffic likely to be generated by the development will
not result in a lack of capacity on local roads. The
proposals also include a package of measures via a
draft Travel Plan to encourage the take up of
sustainable modes of travel such as cycling, walking
and public transport.

Have you considered the use of
speed bumps to address traffic
safety concerns?

Traffic measures, such as speed bumps, will be
considered at the detailed design stage. Any off-site
traffic measures will be subject to discussions with
the Highways Authority.

How will the development address
local flooding issues in the area?

A detailed Flood Risk Assessment and outline
drainage strategy is submitted with the application.
This shows that through use of sustainable drainage
measures the development will be protected from
flooding and will not increase flood risk off site.

Some respondents have concerns
that there is a lack of social
infrastructure (i.e., NHS services/
educational facilities/ public
transport) to support a development

Social infrastructure, such as NHS services, receives
capital funding via central government based on local
population forecasts and so, whilst recognising the
concerns raised, it is not normally for developments
to fund this type of infrastructure.
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Matter Raised Response
of this size. Has this been
considered by the Applicant?

It is understood the local schools have capacity;
however, the education authority will be consulted as
part of our forthcoming application.

Construction Management
Where will construction workers
park on-site if parking is not
available?

These matters will be addressed via a Construction
Management Plan which will be submitted to EHDC
for approval prior to construction starting. Bargate
Homes are a considerate developer that is
committed to minimising the disruption caused by
construction as far as possible.

During construction, how will you
eliminate the impact for the existing
community (i.e., construction traffic,
noise, dust and vibration)?
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5.0 Conclusion
As outlined through this document, Bargate Homes (the Applicant) has carried out a
programme of pre-application engagement and consultation. This programme has increased
awareness of the plans and offered residents and stakeholders a chance to comment and
provide feedback on the proposals prior to the application being submitted.
The consultation has met the requirements laid out as part of the NPPF, the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (section 18) as amended by the Planning Act 2008, the
Localism Act (2011), the Neighbourhood Planning Act (2017). Furthermore, the consultation
has been carried out in accordance with the EHDC Statement of Community Involvement
(2019).
The public exhibition was hosted via a bespoke consultation website, advertised through the
issuing of 753 physical letters. Letters and emails have been distributed to local stakeholders
to publicise the consultation website.
Local residents and stakeholders have had the chance to engage with the Applicant and
project team, to discuss the proposals and make comments. We have welcomed all received
feedback.
Amends to the scheme as a result of the consultation process include:

 Reduction in the number of houses proposed from 75 to 70 to provide more space for
open space, landscaping and ecological benefits

 Introduction of landscape and ecological buffer to development edges to protect existing
retained hedgerows and the ecology that they support

 Enlarged play area recognising the value those responding to the consultation placed on
this new public asset

 Removal of additional access drive onto Beechlands Road to minimise accesses onto
the existing road

 New pedestrian and cycle linkages to existing bridleways to promote walking and cycling
and access to the facilities within Four Marks

 Pedestrian route from site’s main access linking to pavements at Mulberry Gardens
added to further promote walking and avoid the need to cross the road multiple times

 Pumping Station added to make sure foul drainage system operates effectively.
Engagement, where considered appropriate, will continue following the submission of the
Outline planning application.
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Registered Office: 
1 Bartholomew Lane, London EC2N 2AX 

SLR Consulting Limited 

Mountbatten House, 1 Grosvenor Square, Southampton SO15 2JU 

Registered No:SLR Consulting Limited 3880506 
 

Tel: +44 3300 886631 www.slrconsulting.com 

 

25 March 2024 

Attention: Name/Title 
Address 1 
Address 2 
SLR Project No.: 433.000068.00001 
 

Dear Councillor XXX / Medstead Parish Clerk, 

RE: Beechlands Road, Medstead 

Bargate Homes are promoting land at Beechlands Road, Medstead for the development of a scheme of up 

to 75 homes. The development is proposed across two parcels, connected by a main spine road which is 

accessed via Beechlands Road. The close location of the site to Four Marks means the site is in a highly 

sustainable location and is one of the key reasons Bargate Homes has chosen to bring this site forward for 

residential development. 

Bargate Homes propose to make the most efficient use of the site, whilst respecting key constraints and 

ensuring that a well-designed and laid-out development is achieved. The proposed homes will be carefully 

designed to respect the site and character of the area, as well as providing a 10% net gain in biodiversity.  

Bargate Homes is a leading construction company in Hampshire focused on building high quality, 

sustainable and sought after homes. Bargate Homes are wholly owned by VIVID, a leading provider of 

affordable housing in the south. VIVID will deliver 40% of the site as much needed affordable homes.  

An outline planning application for up to 75 dwellings will be submitted to the Council shortly, and we are 

seeking views on the proposals. As a local Councillor / the Parish Council (amend as necessary), we would 

be very happy to arrange a meeting with you to discuss the scheme. Please contact us on 07974 108360 

or 07974 108763 if you would like to arrange this.  

For more information on the proposed development please visit the 

website: https://bargatemedstead.co.uk or by scanning the QR code. 

The website will show you details of the proposals and there is an 

opportunity to leave feedback on what you would like to see as part of the 

development. You can also comment on the proposals using the following 

email address: bargatemedstead@havingyoursay.co.uk 

The website will be live for comments from 25th March up to 17th April 2024. 

Regards,  

Dr Chris Lyons  
Technical Director, Residential Lead UK – Planning and ESIA 
 
SLR Consulting Limited 
 

http://www.slrconsulting.com/
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Registered Office: 
1 Bartholomew Lane, London EC2N 2AX 

SLR Consulting Limited 

Mountbatten House, 1 Grosvenor Square, Southampton SO15 2JU 

Registered No:SLR Consulting Limited 3880506 
 

Tel: +44 3300 886631 www.slrconsulting.com 

 

20 March 2024 

Attention: Name/Title 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Address 3 
SLR Project No.: 433.000068.00001 
 

Dear Resident 

RE: Beechlands Road, Medstead 

Bargate Homes are promoting land at Beechlands Road, Medstead for the development of a scheme of up 

to 75 homes. The development is proposed across two parcels, and these will be connected by a main 

spine road which is accessed via Beechlands Road. 

The close location of the site to Four Marks means the site is in a highly sustainable location and is one of 

the key reasons Bargate Homes has chosen to bring this site forward for residential development. 

Bargate Homes propose to make the most efficient use of the site, whilst respecting key constraints and 

ensuring that a well-designed and laid-out development is achieved. The proposed homes will be carefully 

designed to respect the site and character of the area, as well as providing a 10% net gain in biodiversity.  

Bargate Homes is a leading construction company in Hampshire focused on building high quality housing 

that develops highly sustainable and sought after homes. In addition, Bargate Homes are wholly owned 

by VIVID, a leading provider of affordable housing on the south coast. It is proposed that 40% of the site 

shall be delivered as much needed affordable homes which shall be delivered by VIVID.  

An outline planning application for up to 75 dwellings will be submitted shortly and we are seeking views 

on the proposals.  

For more information on the proposed development please visit the 

website:  

https://bargatemedstead.co.uk or by scanning the QR code. 

The website will show you details of the proposals and there is an 

opportunity to leave feedback on what you would like to see as part of the 

development. You can also comment on the proposals using the following 

email address: bargatemedstead@havingyoursay.co.uk 

The website will be live for comments from 25th March 2024 up to 17th April 2024. 

Regards,  

SLR Consulting Limited 

 

http://www.slrconsulting.com/
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